
Permaculture Path
Full Permaculture Design Course (PDC) in English
June 28 - July 12, 2014
Donato (BI), Piedmont, Italy

Program: This extended course offers the 
internationally-recognised PDC (72 hours PDC) 
curriculum as devised by Bill Mollison, David 
Holmgren and many others. We also offer our 
own long collective experience to introduce 
experiences that enrich the course far beyond the 
curriculum.

At the end of the course we can dedicate time 
to develop specific practical applications not 
addressed during the course timetable.

Location: Course will be held in Donato, BI, at 
EDEN SANGHA, a magical place located 1000 m 
above sea level in the “Valle del Elvo” (valley 
of elves), a 20 minutes drive from the town 
of Biella in Piedmont, Italy. Participants may 
camp or stay in a nearby bed and breakfast - a 
list of accommodations will be provided.  
Camping € 5 a day.

Cost:  Normal € 600, early bird € 500,  
sponsor € 750 - cost covers the fees for tutors, 
location and materials for the workshop

Meals: € 200 euro for 14 days (breakfast, 
lunch, dinner and beverages). Only lunch for 
14 days  € 100. Optional € 10 per dinner, for 
those wishing to remain at Ellen’s place for 
dinner.

Reservations: to receive an early registration 
discount, a deposit of € 100 must be made by 
April 30th. If participant cancels, deposits will 
be refunded less 60% administration fee.

Tutors: John Button, 
Ellen Bermann,  
Marguerite Kahrl and 
Francesca Simonetti  
plus guest presenters.

Be inspired, be aware, look at the world and your part in it 
with fresh eyes, with all your senses. Know your capacity 
to be an activist for change, and how to do it.

For information:

http://permaculturepath.wordpress.com/

permaculturepath@gmail.com



JOHN BUTTON, NatureDesigns  
I’m an Australian designer and teacher, 
trained originally under one of the founders 
of Permaculture, Bill Mollison in the late 
1970s, and later with Lea Harrison and Max 
Lindegger. I’ve been working and playing 
with Permaculture for more than 30 years 
as a designer, consultant, trainer, inspirer, 
and director of works of different successful 
projects in Europe, Russia, Australia, west 
and east Africa, Argentina, south and south 
east Asia for NGOs , private individuals and 
communities.

I have taught Permaculture extensively, to 
landscape designers, academics, students, 
farmers, development workers and 
householders throughout the countries 
mentioned above, and co-taught with such 
people as Lea Harrison, Chris Evans, Mike 
Feingold, Joss Brooks, and have been invited 
as a resource person for Bill Mollison, Geoff 
Lawton, Robyn Francis, Jude and Michel 
Fanton, amongst others.           

In Europe, I have taught many courses and 
workshops with my wife, Dr (Ag) Francesca 
Simonetti, as well as others with Ellen 
Bermann and Marguerite Kahrl.

I passionately love my work and play – are 
they any different?

www.naturedesignsjohnfranci.com

johnnaturedesigns@yahoo.com

ELLEN BERMANN I’m Italian and have a degree 
in geological sciences, I’ve been professionally 
involved in sustainability, ecotourism and 
training for over 10 years. As co-founder of 
Transition Italy, I promote the cities-in-transition 
movement in Italy. I’ve been passionate about 
permaculture since completing a PDC with Steve 
Read in France. 

I spread “The work that reconnects” by Joanna 
Macy, which is a deep-centered approach to 
ecology.

MARGUERITE KAHRL I am an American artist, 
permaculture designer and educator with 
20 years of design experience implementing 
principles and philosophy of Permaculture in 
the context of farms, homesteads and social 
art projects. I completed my PDC with Jerome 
Osentowski at the Central Rocky Mountain 
Permaculture Institute and later studied with 
Bill Mollison and Scott Pittman. 

In my sculpture, I approach systems thinking 
from a playful angle, manipulating messages 
and media to instigate social engagement. My 
work has been exhibited internationally and 
I have received numerous grants, awards and 
fellowships.

www.kahrl.com

FRANCESCA SIMONETTI, NatureDesigns 
I’m Italian, born near Como, the region of 
lakes and mountains. In my profession and 
life’s journey, I have had many detours and 
reunions, but one aspect has always been my 
unbridled passion for the natural world. I am 
a visionary, a dreamer, probing and seeking, 
I love working with my hands, natural 
cuisine, and I love walking in the woods. I 
received my doctorate in agricultural science 
at university. I specialize in parks, gardens 
and providing consultations. Permaculture: 
a love at first sight. I felt at home, at last 
I found the sense of no-separation that 
constantly haunted me. I work for public and 
private entities.

www.naturedesignsjohnfranci.com
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Italy  +39 340 9384 932 
Germany  +49 162 3070 461


